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I recognise that contact with animals can provide children with valuable learning experiences. However, the safety, health, and wellbeing of the children in my care is always my priority. This policy outlines how animals are managed within the setting.

Pets in the Setting
There are no pets living permanently on the premises.
However, my daughter owns a golden Labrador called Bucky. As she lives in South Wales, visits are occasional, and Bucky may be present in the setting during these times.

Health and Safety
· A full risk assessment is completed and reviewed before any contact between children and the dog. 
· Children are always supervised when in the presence of Bucky. 
· Bucky is well cared for, vaccinated, and of a suitable temperament to be around children. 
· A designated area is available to separate Bucky from the children if needed. This will vary depending on where the children are playing at the time.
· Food preparation areas are kept strictly separate from the dog at all times. 

Hygiene
· Children are encouraged to wash their hands after any contact with the dog. 
· The environment is kept clean, and any animal-related mess is dealt with immediately.

Parental Information and Consent
· Parents are informed that a dog may occasionally be present. 
· Information is gathered regarding any allergies, fears, or cultural considerations. 
· Written consent is obtained where appropriate.

Managing Risks and Behaviour
· Children are taught how to behave safely around animals (e.g., gentle handling, not approaching while eating or sleeping). 
· Any signs of distress or unsafe behaviour from either the dog or a child will result in immediate separation.

Outings
· Information from parents regarding children’s reactions to animals is used to plan safe outings.

Review
This policy will be reviewed annually or sooner if circumstances change.

This policy was designed by Little Rosebuds with regard to the following legislation.
The National Minimum Standards for regulated Childcare for children up to the age of 12 years
· Standard 2: Protecting children from harm (e.g. supervising contact with the dog), managing allergies and hygiene (handwashing, keeping animals away from food areas), and ensuring a safe, clean environment.
· Standard 3: Supporting children’s learning experiences (e.g. learning how to behave around animals) and providing safe opportunities to explore the environment.
· Standard 6: Ensuring the premises are safe and suitable, and identifying and managing risks within the environment.
· Standard 12: Working in partnership with parents and sharing information about risks, allergies, and preferences 
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